From the Director

IT’S COMING...IT’S COMING...IT’S
COMING....IT’S COMING!!!!!!

= What’s coming you ask?
It’s our 13™ annual FALL FESTIVAL! One of the
center’s largest events!

= What’s the Fall Festival you ask?
Let’s see... fun for the entire family with food, games,
fun, rides, face painting, fun, prizes and did I happen to
mention all the FABULOUS FUN you will have and the
WONDERFUL memories that will be created.

= When is this BIG EVENT you ask?
Stop right now, grab a pencil and calendar and mark this
important date RIGHT NOW - FRIDAY, OCTOBER
20, 2006. The fun and memories begin @ 6:15 and lasts
until 8:00.

= How can my family be a part of this FUN!
Since you have already marked your calendars, step 1 is
complete- step 2 is to JUST SHOW UP and have a great
time! For those of you that want to eat however (we will
offer supper at a nominal fee) — step 3 is to locate the
meal ticket (found later in the newsletter)- fill it out
completely and return it to the office NO LATER THAN
MONDAY, OCTOBER 16. PAYMENT must
accompany the meal ticket or it will not be accepted!

= ... and one more thing..... children are allowed to wear
their costumes to school for our ANNUAL COSTUME
PARADE. This year our parade will be a little different
however. Instead of just parading through the halls, each
class will trick-or-treat in each room as well. The Bears
and Ducks will begin @ 9:00 parading and trick-or-
treating in each room with the other classes following in
15 minute intervals. And of course we encourage you to
allow your child to wear his/ her costume for the festival
that evening. Please keep in mind that SCARY costumes
need to stay at home. We invite friendly and pleasant
costumes only. And don’t forget the CAKEWALK. This is
time to show off your baking talents. Let’s don those chef
hats and fire those ovens up. Cake Walk items can be
brought in the morning of the October 20 or that evening.

= Now that you have all the necessary information- there
should be no reason to miss out on this FUN-FILLED
evening!

MudPies Matters
October, 2006

Working Together for a Great Start

We appreciate the continued support and look forward to a fun
and fabulous fall here at MudPies.

One more important item, beginning in 2007, MudPies will be
closed in observance of Martin Luther King Day. Just wanted
you to be aware so that you are able to make appropriate
plans.

Sandy ©

Quote of the Month:

... What we are teaches the children far more than
what we say, so we must be what we want our children
to become.

Joseph Chilton Pearch (1928 - ), American lecturer and
writer.




Staff Stuff

Perfect Attendance Happy Anniversary

The MudPies staff continues to excel in many ways one of
which is achieving PERFECT ATTENDANCE! This helps
teach the children about consistency and stability. Keep up the

Thanks to the following staff for their years
of dedication to the MudPies children and

good work guys! A BIG pat on the back to you all! their families!
. Cheryl Smith 10 years (9/5)  Office

Perfect attendance for September: Stacy Marts 2 years (9/14)  Space Travelers

o ; Jennifer Wiley 1 year (9/22) Dandy Ducks
élrléfgi%zzcjy lg;izlﬁ/[%;}:;l: Catherine (Kat) Johnson 9 years (10/20) Dandy Ducks
Kat Johnson Jennifer Wiley Mllhcent Gerald 6 years (10/12) Circus Tykes
Arkisha Bennett Donese Gaskins Linda Bertman 5 years (10/8)  Ocean Divers
Ashley Pinkston Peggy Conrad
Sha Woodard Michelle Stewart
Linda Bertman Kristina Morris
Adrienne Williams Chrissy Choplin Teacher Of the Quarter
Stacy Marts Sharon Barringer
Tiffany Fuller Sandy Weaver d st
Cheryl Smith Wilson Carrillo Our 37 quarter began on July 1™ and ended on

September 29", We will vote on the third quarter
recipient at our October 10 MudPAC meeting.
Please be on the lookout for that special
teacher/employee that has gone above and beyond
their normal expectations. You can submit your
nominations to Leigh Anne Miller or the front
office both via e-mail!

Happy Birthday

New Staff

Sharon Barringer (Space Travelers) October 28

MudPies would like to take this opportunity to
WELCOME the following new staff to our team:
Vonda Williams joined the Dandy Ducks on
Tuesday, September 26. She has completed her NC
Early Childhood Credentials and has worked in the
field for 3 years. She looks forward to getting to
know everyone and sharing her knowledge with you

and your child.

.




PAC Particulars

We are off to a good start this school year. MudPAC had a
successful first meeting on September 12. The parents
approved $1,403.39 to purchase new outside toys and
equipment for MudPies. The toys include new trikes, balls,
jump ropes, a fire engine, a police car and rocking puppies.
They have already arrived and the children are enjoying
playing with them. We welcome input from all parents on
things the MudPAC can do to make MudPies a better place for
our children. If you have suggestions or comments, please
contact me at Imiller@wcsr.com.

Beginning with this newsletter, you will read about the news
from each committee. I want to thank all of the committee
members and chairpersons for their commitment to MudPies.
Have you visited the MudPies website lately? We have a new
webmaster for the MudPies website. Scott Armstrong, father
of Lindsay in Circus Tykes, has agreed to maintain the website
for 2006-2007. Thanks, Scott!

Leigh Anne Miller
MudPAC President

MudPAC Meetings

Please join us for MudPAC’s second meeting of the 2006-
2007 year on October 10™ at 12:00 p.m. We welcome all
parents to join MudPAC meetings. The meetings are held in
the 6™ floor room off the cafeteria at GMAC. Check in with
the security guard who will issue you a guest pass. Don’t
forget you can stop by the 6™ floor cafeteria and bring your
lunch to the meeting. GMAC is a short walk from MudPies so
you are welcome to park at MudPies for free and to the
GMAC building.

PAC Mission

To involve parents and ensure that MudPies remains a
distinctive, premier, and safe preschool facility for our
children and their teachers.

Unsung Hero

Each month the MudPAC considers MudPies parents who go
the extra mile to better MudPies for the Unsung Hero Award.
Congratulations to Tate Evans, Caleigh Evans and Cindy
Davis as winners of the August Unsung Hero award for their
work on the storage building. Also, congratulations to Rob
Boone as winner of the September Unsung Hero award for his
work obtaining the numbers for the MudPies building.
Nominations are submitted by parents and the winner is
selected at the Monthly PAC Meeting. Submit your
nomination by visiting www.mudpieschilddevelopment.org.
Once on the website, select the MudPAC tab and click on
“Unsung Hero”. The link will take you to an e-mail
submission form to complete. You can also submit a
nomination via e-mail to mpadmin@nwcdc.org and including
the words “Unsung Hero” in the subject line of the e-mail.

Teacher of the Quarter

Each quarter parents submit nominations for teacher of the
quarter and the winner is selected at the Monthly PAC
Meeting. Submit your nomination for the teacher you
observed go above and beyond their normal duties during the
2" quarter of 2006 by visiting
www.mudpieschilddevelopment.org. Once on the website,
select the MudPAC tab and click on “Teacher of the Quarter”.
The link will take you to an e-mail submission form to
complete. You can also submit a nomination via e-mail to
mpadmin @nwcdc.org and including the words “Teacher of
the Quarter” in the subject line of the e-mail.

MudPAC Committees

Meet our committee chairman and join one of the teams.
MudPAC has four committees that will plan and coordinate
events and activities for the 2006-2007 year. All parents are
encouraged to join one of the committees and support
MudPAC. If you are interested in joining a committee, please
let Sandy Weaver or Leigh Anne Miller know.

Facilities Committee

Thank you to all the new members of the Facilities
Committee. The committee is currently researching the cost
to provide orange cones for MudPies to use during pick up and
drop off times. MudPies staff plans to place the cones in the
parking lot fire lane to help ensure the safety of our children
when arriving and leaving MudPies.

Leigh Anne Miller for Cindy Davis, Chair
Events Committee

The Events Committee is preparing for lots of fun things
happening this fall. First, we are asking parents to watch for
Teacher Snack Days. Once a month, one of the classrooms is
in charge of providing snacks for all the teachers, as a big
thank you for all the work they do. Check with your classes’
MudPAC representative to find out when it’s your child’s
classroom’s turn. In the coming months, watch for signs
announcing the Second Harvest Food Drive, and the Penny
Campaign, both beginning in November. Thanks to everyone
for working to make MudPies the best place for our kids!

Stephanie Hamby, Chair




PAC Particulars (continued)

Fundraising Committee

Cookie Dough is back by popular demand! We invite all
parents and staff to get involved in the fall cookie dough
fundraiser to raise money for MudPies. The fundraiser will run
from October 2 through October 16. All money and orders are
due by Monday, October 16. Get ready to sell, sell, sell your
way to great prizes, including: Top Seller (free week of
daycare for one child); Top Staff Seller ($50 gift certificate to
Wal-Mart or Target); Top Classroom Sales (ice cream or pizza
party); Sell 10 or more tubs of dough (get a free tub of cookie
dough); Sell 20 or more tubs of cookie dough (get a $15 gift
certificate to Wal-Mart or Target); Sell 30 or more tubs of
cookie dough (get a free minifridge/warmer).

If you are not able to sell cookie dough, be sure to buy some!!!
Top Ten Reasons to Sell (and Buy) Cookie Dough:

10. Do something great for our children and also support
MudPies.

9. Who doesn't like cookies!?!

8. MudPies depends on us to help fund items that tuition does
not cover.

7. The gift that keeps on giving - keep the dough in your
freezer for up to one year!

6. Cookie Dough has historically been a top fundraising
activity for MudPies - thanks to you.

5. Now you know what to bring to the next classroom or office
snack day.

4. An excuse to (finally) meet your neighbors - and sell them
some cookie dough!

3. The more you sell, the more great prizes you can win!

2. Give fresh, hot cookies as holiday gifts (and act like you
made them from scratch!)

1. Help provide MudPies with new Outside Toys and other
MudPAC approved items.

The Committee is also busy planning other fundraisers for the
school year.

Jessica Thacker
Parent Involvement Committee

The purpose of the Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) is to
identify, plan, communicate and track parent involvement
goals. This year, our committee consists of: Teresa Beam,
Kim Wesley, Beth Buresh, Susan Boyles, Claressa Davis, Deb
Halvorsen, Lisa Weber, Sharon Thompson, Michelle Sutton,
Joanna Poston, and Kim Ashley. We welcome new members,
so please let us know if you want to help.

Here are a few highlights of what we're working on right
now:

Tracking Volunteer Hours: Please record the time
you spend helping out at the center or doing projects
at home in the Parent Volunteer Logs located outside
each classroom. The class with the most volunteer
hours per quarter gets a $25 gift certificate to buy
books for the class. A memo was sent home in the
cubbies a few weeks ago that gives you some ideas
for volunteer projects. We encourage every parent to
spend 2 hours per month helping the children and
staff at MudPies in some way.

e  Chair Washing: PIC coordinated a “chair washing
party” on September 29. Thanks to Renee Semones
Briley and Joanna Poston for getting parents to help
with the heavy-duty work. Children in the Jungle
class handled drying the chairs after parents washed
them. We now have much cleaner chairs for our
children in the multi-purpose room.

e Holiday Gift Fund: Flyers went home last week in
the cubbies that describe how you can get your
Christmas shopping done early for all the MudPies
teachers and staff. We encourage everyone to
consider donating to the Fund. To meet last year's
gift of $92.00 per staff member, we'll need an
average contribution of $19.00 per child. Actually,
we'd love to exceed that, so please give generously.
If you would rather buy a personalized gift for your
child's teacher, there is an "All About Me" book at
the front desk that will give you some information on
the teachers to help you with your gift selections.

We're looking forward to a great year with lots of parent
involvement!!

Susan Boyles, Chair

MudPAC Class Representatives

Baby Bears Mary Penn-Joyce

Jessica Thacker

Young Dandy Ducks | Jennifer Noped

Old Dandy Ducks Michelle Sutton
Cynthia Davis
Playful Pandas Stephanie Hamby
Diane O’Neill
Perky Penguins Frances Beasley
Caleigh Evans
Circus Tykes Steve & Heather Bumgarner

Teresa Armstrong

Dino-mytes Susan Boyles

Deb Halvorsen

Ocean Divers Beth Buresh
Jungle Explorers Renee Briley
Micki Bryan

Joanna Poston
Kim Ashley

Space Travelers




PAC Particulars (continued)

We Want You To Receive MudPies Email

Join the MudPies email distribution list by following the
instructions below. Once you are on the distribution list you
will receive electronic communications about MudPAC. If
you receive an e-mail from the group, please remember that if
you “Reply” to the e-mail it sends your reply to everyone on
the list. I encourage you respond only to the sender by cutting
and pasting their e-mail address into a new e-mail message.

Campbell Labels for Education Program 1. Send an email to mudpiesparents-
o ) ) subscribe @yahoogroups.com
MudPies is collecting labels from the products listed below to
exchange for FREE merchandise, such as art supplies or 2. You will receive a confirmation message — Reply to
classroom accessories, to benefit our classrooms. this email by clicking “ Reply” and then “ Send”
e Campbell's® soups
e Campbell's Supper Bakes® meal kits 3. You are added to the email list and will begin

Campbell's® or Franco-American® SpaghettiOs®
pasta

receiving important information from MudPac and
the MudPies Staff

e Campbell's® beans, gravies, and canned pasta
e Prego® pasta sauces The email distribution list will be used to send volunteer
e  Swanson® broths and canned poultry opportunities and other MudPAC information to the MudPies
e Pace® salsa and picante sauces family. We hope that everyone will subscribe to the
e V8® vegetable juices and V8 Splash® juice drinks distribution list.
e Campbell's® tomato juice
e  Pepperidge Farm® breads, cookies, crackers, and
frozen products
e  Pepperidge Farm® Goldfish® crackers F ALL FESTIV AL 2006
e Campbell's® Foodservice products

That’s right the Fall Festival is scheduled for Friday, October
20 from 6:30-8:00. The optional meal will consist of A
Hotdog meal with all the trimmings, beans, chips, cookie and
a canned drink. If you plan to join us for supper please submit
the MEAL TICKET reservation below with FULL
PAYMENT to the front desk no later than MONDAY,
OCTOBER 16, 2006.

Please bring in your labels and drop them off in the Campbell
Labels for Education collection box located at the front desk.




Policy Review

Please keep in mind that there are certain operational policies
that are in place to help make MudPies run smoother. These
policies must be adhered to by all families. Here is a short
review of some of them.

e  TUITION PAYMENTS:

Tuition payments are due by Thursday morning, 9:00am. If
payments are not received by this time, a $10.00 late fee will be
assessed to your account.

If you choose to pay monthly or bi-weekly, tuition payments are
to be made at the beginning of the month and at least 2 weeks in
advance. No account can be in arrears more than 1 week.

If your child receives subsidized payments (Smart Start or DSS)
you have a weekly fee instead of a monthly fee. If you are not
sure what your weekly fee is, please see one of the office staff.
These families are still required to have their account balance
paid up front and not run in arrears or late fees will also be
assessed.

e  HOURS OF OPERATION:

MudPies hours of operation are from 7:00am — 6:00pm. Do
NOT drop off children before 7:00am. An after-hours late fee
will be assessed if you pick up your child after 6:00pm!

e SIGNIN — SIGN OUT:
Remember to sign your child in upon arrival and out when you
pick them up in the afternoons.

e  MEDICINE:

Medicines are given one time a day, between 11:00am — 12:00
noon. Over the counter medicines cannot be given without a
note from your child’s doctor! Prescription medicines must be
in the original container with the prescription label on. Parents
must provide their own dispenser to administer the medicine.

e CLOTHING CHANGES:

Children are required to have at least one complete change of
clothes in their cubbies at all times. Many classrooms prefer at
least 2 sets.

e ILLNESS POLICY:

MudPies will contact you and ask that you pick up your child if
he or she becomes ill during the day. IF YOUR CHILD IS
SENT HOME DUE TO ILLNESS, THE CHILD MUST
STAY AT HOME THE FOLLOWING DAY BEFORE
RETURNING TO MUDPIES!

e FOOD POLICY:

Food 1is not to be brought into the center except for the
following reasons: an allergy that would prevent your child
from eating the food served at the center or classroom activities
or parties.

e  BOTTLES, SIPPY CUPS, and FOOD must be LABELED
and DATED!

If there are ever any questions about any operational policies,
please feel free to write them down and drop them in the
check box. We will try to address all questions/concerns in
the next month’s newsletter.

All Aboard! E%&

The Parent Express
“Connecting home and school”

Reading to Preschoolers

Studies have shown that important factors in a child’s
school success are sharing books with adults and being
read to from a very young age. Choosing books that are
appropriate in format and sharing them in age-appropriate
ways creates a positive experience and fosters a love of
reading.

Cuddling with a preschooler and sharing a one-on-one reading
time reconnects you with your active, independent young
child. Make this a special time. Find a quiet, cozy reading
nook. Establish a routine and read every day at the same time.
If you can’t be there at that time for some reason, ask the
person who is caring for your child to take your place. Before
you share the book with your child, take a few minutes to read
it through to be sure that your child will enjoy it.

Additional tips for sharing a book with your preschooler

* Always hold the book so that your child can see as you read.
Or let your child hold the book.

* As you read, move your finger along under the words. This
helps your child make the connection between the words he
sees on the page and the words you are reading.

* Read at a slow pace. Children like to take time to really look
at the illustrations. Pictures are important because they tell a
large part of the story.

* Talk while sharing a book. Ask your child about the
characters and their actions. Point out interesting things in the
illustrations.

e Children love “dramatic readings” with voices full of
expression. Use different voices for the characters and
exaggerate the thythm and rhyme of the words.

* When you have finished reading, take time to share thoughts
about the book. Your preschooler may want to tell you
something, ask you questions, or go back to certain pages.
Relax and enjoy the experience.

* Sometimes your preschooler may want to be the “reader.”
Children read stories they have memorized. Sometimes they
like to make up funny new versions. Encourage these
important pre-reading skills.

Following your child’s lead will keep story time a pleasant,
happy experience.

Taken from A Publication of the Environments Professional
Group © 2003 Environments, Inc.®



Classroom Clips

Baby Bears

Hello! Fall has arrived! We would like to welcome the newest

additions to the Baby Bear room — Kennedy, Myrtle, Will, Aaron,

Sarah, Janae, Destiny, Americeal, and Jonah. We welcome also their

families and look forward to working with each of you as the year

progresses. A BIG thank you to everyone for their support and

cooperation during our recent teacher transition. Your understanding

and smiles have been greatly appreciated. A few reminders as we go

into the fall/winter season:

e  Change summer clothes in the cubbies to fall/winter clothes

e All clothes, blankets and pacifiers must be labeled with child’s
name

e All bottles and cups must be labeled with your child’s name and
date. Please make sure also they are visible and will not come
off during the course of the day!

Young Dandy Ducks

We start by saying that we hope your children as well as you have
enjoyed the Younger Ducks. Our goal is to make sure all the
children’s developmental needs are being met. A few reminders:
please continue to wash your child’s hands upon entering and exiting
the classroom; don’t forget to label and date your child’s cup. We
also ask that you help us help your child by encouraging them to use
their spoons during each meal. Contributing your time in anyway
(coloring, drawing, reading to the class, and other ways) is helpful to
the classroom. As fall weather is quickly approaching, please check
your child’s cubby for weather appropriate clothing. You should also
bring in a light jacket (labeled with their name). We welcome Vonda
Williams to our classroom. Please let us know if you have questions
or concerns.

Older Dandy Ducks

Thanks parents, for making the new class year in the Older Ducks
room a huge success. We are looking forward to an exciting,
wonderful school year. Reminders:

1. Please wash your child’s hands every morning upon arrival.

2. Please check your child’s folder EACH day.

3. Please bring your child a jacket or sweater.

If you have any questions or concerns, please see one of the teachers.
Thanks!

Playful Pandas

The Panda class would like to start out by thanking all our parents for
helping us make this transition a success. It has been a month now
and the children have adapted really well. They are doing great. Our
class has been working on their colors (orange, yellow, brown, and
pink) and shapes (squares, circles, and triangles). We have also been
working on counting from 1 to 5. We would again, like to invite you
to come visit your child at anytime to check on their progress.
Throughout the year we have a lot of curriculum based activities
planned for the children. We would love for you to come and
volunteer. Also, make sure your child has two full sets of clothing.
Thanks for your support and we are ready to blast into another great
Panda year!

2

Perky Penguins ~ 1

Happy Autumn! The Penguins are excited about the change of
seasons and the upcoming fall Festival. We hope to see all of the
Penguins there enjoying the festivities. We have all settled into our
daily routines and are working hard on potty training and using our
self-help skills. We are also encouraging the children to use their
words to express their wants and needs as well as recognizing our
colors and counting out loud to 10. Thanks for all the support and
cooperation thus far and please know volunteers are always welcome.

Reminders:
e check your child’s folder and cubby daily
e all children’s hands must be washed upon arrival
e  children must have at least 2 complete changes of
weather/season appropriate clothing in their cubby at all times
e please label all jackets/coats and other personal belongings




Classroom ClipS (continued)
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We’ve had a great fall start here in the Circus Tykes room. Thanks to
all the parents who have made the class transition run a bit more
smoothly. Besides lots of fun play time, we’ve also been having
some great circle time learning. We’ve talked about pets, all kinds of
animals, and one o our all time favorites...Dinosaurs! Many of the
Circus Tykes have been having a great time singing with Mrs. Amy
on Wednesdays and Tumbling around with Ms. Gina on Thursdays.
We are happy to have each of our Circus Tykes in our classroom and

we look forward to watching them grow along with you. We always
welcome any questions or concerns you may have.

—

Circus Tykes

Ocean Divers

Parents, we would like to thank all of you for the support you have
given to us and the children. We especially thank Whitler Buresh’s
family for the new CD player, Dylan Johnson’s family for the play
dough, and Jaden Hampton’s mom for the chalk, bubbles, and play
dough. The children are off to a great start with their learning. When
the children, parents, and teachers work together, your child will be
able to reach their full potential. If is for this reason that we
encourage you to read to your child each day and reinforce the
concepts stated on each lesson plan. Remember while doing this to
keep it fun. Also, there is still time to sign up to help with our trip to
the Pumpkin Patch. Please make sure to check your child’s cubby to
see if they have TWO sets of fall clothing. Thanks for all that you do!

Dino-mytes

The Dino-mytes are getting off to a great start. We are enjoying
getting to know each other and meeting new friends. We are working
to recognize our alphabet, numbers, and colors. We are looking
forward to our trip to the Pumpkin Patch on October 17™. It should
be lots of fun. Please check the clothing in your child’s cubby to
make sure it is weather appropriate. John Turner is now in big boy
underwear! We are so proud of him! Lastly, we want to say thanks
to all the parents for your help, cooperation, and contributions to
making our classroom better!

Jungle Explorers

The Jungle Explorers are doing a great job with recognizing the
alphabet (both upper and lower case)! We have worked on the
following letters in the last few weeks: A, B, C, and D. We will pick
up in October with more alphabet recognition, but we will not be
following the order of the alphabet each week. For example: “F” for
fall, “P” for Pumpkins, “H” for Halloween. This way the children
will get a better understanding of the alphabet. Everyone has done
well with their homework, so please keep up the great job with your
Jungle Explorer! We have had a lot of parent participation
throughout the different needs of the classroom. We give a BIG
thanks to the parents of the following: Emma, Emilia, Lilly, Alaina,
Katie (mother, father, and stepmother), Kennedy, Jordan, Phylicia,
Christopher, Taniyah, Reese, and Caila. These parents have
purchased film, brought in room supplies, signed up for party items
and activity items, volunteered in the classroom, donated money,
donated items from home, and helped with the chair cleaning. We
really appreciate everything you have done for the Jungle room thus
far. Please make sure that you remember to change out your child’s
clothes in their cubby so that they are weather appropriate. We are
already into fall and you never know with the weather, what type of
clothes is needed. Also, if you do not have a plastic container for
their clothes in their cubby, we ask that you provide one for them.
This helps with space in the cubbies. We hope to see each of you at
our annual Fall Carnival on October 20. More details will be posted
ata later date. We will also be having a Halloween party and Trick
or Treating at GMAC on the 20™. We definitely will be busy, busy,
busy in the Jungle room this fall!

Space Travelers

We can’t believe how fast the months are passing us by. The warm
weather makes it seem as if we were still in the midst of summer.
Hopefully, the weather will cool down, so that we will have an
enjoyable trick to Patterson Farm on October 11", We have a busy
month in store as we introduce the children to letters D, E, F, G, and
H, along with having fun with seasonal activities. We will also be
Trick or Treating at GMAC on the 20™ and our Fall Carnival is that
night. To end our month, we will be having a Halloween party on the
31°. Our class calendar for October will soon be distributed in the
folders marking all special activities. Parents, you have done a great
job returning your child’s homework sheets and folders. Thanks for
all the support!
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